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Quick Guide to Filling out the UMI ProQuest Publishing Agreement 

Traditional Publishing: YES!

All FIU Doctoral dissertations are 
required to be submitted with this 
option for archiving and indexing 
purposes.

Open Access Publishing: NO!

All FIU graduate students are 
strongly advised NOT to select this 
option in UMI Pro-Quest because 
you are already published via Open 
Access in the FIU Digital Commons, 
where Google and other Internet 
search engines find your work daily 
at no cost to you!

Publishing Restrictions: MAYBE!

Take care in selecting the option 
that best suits your needs. Any 
restrictions you place on publishing 
your work in UMI ProQuest should 
match the options you selected for 
the FIU Digital Commons; otherwise 
your work could be available from 
one site while not available from the 
other.

It is generally a good idea to leave this box unchecked, as search engine access is being provided by FIU 
Digital Commons anyway. Even when your work is under embargo, the citation and abstract can be found.
However, if you have a patent pending on your work, you probably should consult your advisor and/or 
the General Counsel’s Office for information and advice about disclosing work while a patent is pending.

If you choose “No restrictions” in
FIU Digital Commons, make sure 
the same option is selected for 
your ETD in UMI ProQuest.
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Quick Guide to Filling out the UMI ProQuest Copyright Registration Form

Do I need to fill out this form?

You do not need to fill out this form to ensure that your 
work is protected by US copyright law. Protection comes 
automatically when you fix your work in tangible form (on a 
writing pad or computer word processor). The formality of 
registering your work with the U.S. Copyright Office is not 
necessary to establish or retain your copyright.

So, why is there a Copyright registration process then?

Copyright registration provides benefits in the event that 
your copyrighted work is infringed, and you wish to pursue 
legal remedies. Specifically, if your work is registered in 
advance of an infringement, you are entitled to a greater 
amount of (statutory)damages, including court costs and 
attorney fees, rather than just compensatory damages for 
the actual amount of harm suffered.

If I do want to register my work with the Copyright 
Office, is UMI/ProQuest the only way to do this?

UMI ProQuest is one service among several in the US 
that will register copyright for you, for a fee. You can also 
register your own work with the U.S. Copyright Office using 
a quick and easy process that costs less than most services 
charge. For example, a straightforward registration using 
the Electronic Copyright Office (http://www.copyright.gov/
forms) costs $35 and is payable online with a credit or debit 
card. Most ETD’s will qualify as “literary works” and the 
registration process for these is pretty straightforward.


